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Terminology : The terminology used for describing motion pictures varies considerably 
between British and American English. In British usage, the name of the medium is film. The 
word movie is understood but seldom used.78 Additionally, the pictures plural is used semi- 
frequently to refer to the place where movies are exhibited, while in American English this 
may be called the movies, but it is becoming outdated. In other countries, the place where 
movies are exhibited may be called a cinema or movie theatre. By contrast, in the United 
States, movie is the predominant form. Although the words film and movie are sometimes 
used interchangeably, film is more often used when considering artistic, theoretical, or 
technical aspects. The term movies more often refers to entertainment or commercial 
aspects, as where to go for fun evening on a date. For example, a book titled How to 
Understand a Film would probably be about the aesthetics or theory of film, while a book 
entitled Lets Go to the movies would probably be about the history of entertaining movies 
and blockbusters. 


Any film may also have a sequel, which portrays events following those in the film. Bride of 
Frankenstein is an early example. When there are more films than one with the same 
characters, story arcs, or subject themes, these movies become a series, such as the James 
Bond series. And, existing outside a specific story timeline usually, does not exclude a film 
from being part of a series. A film that portrays events occurring earlier in a timeline with 
those in another film, but is released after that film, is sometimes called a prequel, an 
example being Butch and Sundance: The Early Days. 


Production Main article: Filmmaking At its core, the means to produce a film depend on the 
content the filmmaker wishes to show, and the apparatus for displaying it: the zoetrope 
merely requires a series of images on a strip of paper. Film production can, therefore, take 
as little as one person with a camera or even without a camera, as in Stan Brakhages 1963 


film Mothlight, or thousands of actors, extras, and crew members for a live-action, feature- 
length epic. The necessary steps for almost any film can be boiled down to conception, 
planning, execution, revision, and distribution. The more involved the production, the more 
significant each of the steps becomes. In a typical production cycle of a Hollywood-style 
film, these main stages are defined as development, pre-production, production, post- 
production and distribution. This production cycle usually takes three years. The first year is 
taken up with development. The second year comprises preproduction and production. The 
third year, post-production and distribution. The bigger the production, the more resources 
it takes, and the more important financing becomes most feature films are artistic works 
from the creators perspective e.g., film director, cinematographer, screenwriter and for- 
profit business entities for the production companies. 
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